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IN THE CLAIMS : 


1, (Canceled) 




;et$ to a network, comprising the 


steps of: 


providing a packet forwarding system with a memory, said packet forwarding system 
being connected to the network: 

receiving an analog signal and generating local audio packets: 

receiving packets at the packet forwarding system including local audio packets and 
storing the packets in the memory of tfae packet forwarding system: 

attempting to forward packets stored in the memory to the network: 

establishing n ne or more time Iimxt_within which to forward packets stored in the 
memory to the network with the time limit linked to the type of the data included in the packet: 

monitoring an el apsed period of time while attemptingjoibrward packets stored in the 
memory to the network: 

canceling said attempting to forward a packet stored in the memory to the network. 
when the elapsed period of time exceeds the time Timtt associated with the type of the data 
included in the packet: and 

The m e thod of claim 1 farther c o mprising the step of allowing transmission of the 
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packet stored in the memory to be completed when that packet is currently being transmitted 
over the network. 


providing a packet forwarding system with a memory, said packet forwarding system 
being connected to the network: 


receiving packets at the packet forwarding system including local audio packets and 
storing the packets in the memory of the packet forwarding system: 

attempting to forward packets stored in the memory to the network: 

establishing one or more time limit within which to forward packets stored in the 
memory to the network with the time limit linked to the type of the data included in the packet: 

monitoring an elapsed period of time while attempting to forward packets stored in the 
memory to the network: 

canceling said attempting to forward a packet stored in the memory to the networic, 
when the elapsed period of time exceeds the time limit associated with the type of the data 
included in the packet: and 

The metho d- o f ' el a im 1 further comprising the s t ep of interrupting transmission of the 
packet stored in the memory when that packet is currently being transmitted over the network. 



Currently amended) A method for forwarding packets to a network, comprising the 


steps of: 



receiving an analog signal and generating local audio packets: 
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^(Currently amended) A method for forwardingpackets to a network- comprising the 
steps of: 

pmvirtitip; a packet forwarding system with a memory, said packet forwarding system 
being connected to the network: 

receiving an analog signal and generating local audio packets: 
receiving packets at the packet forwarding system including local audio packets and 
storing the packets in the memory of the packet frnwarrfing system: 

attempting to forward packets stored in the memory to the network: 
establishing one or more time limit within which to forward, packets stored in the 
memory to the network with the time limit linked to the type of the data included in the packet: 
monitoring an elapsed period of time while attempting to forward packets stored in the 
memory to the network: and 

.canceling said attempting to forward a packet stored in the memory to the network, 
when die elapsed period of time exceeds the tim e limit ass ociated with the type of the data 
included in the packet: and 

t The me t hod of claim 1 %thci^comimsiu&the steps o f resetting a timer to allow 

a f If* Att tfW awmf* 

^g yilional ^^ ^ ^to forward the packet stored in the memory when that packet is not 
currently being transmitted over the network. 


(Currently amended) A method for forwarding packets to a network, comprising the 

steps of: 
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providing a packet forwarding system with a memory, said packet forwarding system 
being connected to the network: 

receiving an analog signal and generating local audio packets: 

receiving packe ts at the packet forwardin^system including local audio packets and 
storing the -packets in the memory of the packet forwarding system: 

attempting to forward packets stored in the memory to the network; 

establishing one or more time limit within which to forward packets stored in the 
memory to the network with the t ime liirnt 1i nV ed to the type of the data included in the packet: 

monitoring an elapsed period of time while attempting to forward j>acket$_$tored inthe 
memory to the network: and 

canceling said attempting to forward a packet stored in the memory to the network, 
when the elapsed period of time exceeds the time limit associated with the type of the data 
included in the packet: and 

The m e thod o f claim 1, further comprising replacing the packet stored in memory with 
a new packet including the same data as the replaced packet when it is determined to cancel 
the forwarding of the stored packet. 

■ s ■ > 

.^tCurrently amended) The method of claim [[1]] ^wherein: said new packet includes 
different data than the replaced packet when it is determined to cancel the forwarding of the 
stored packet. 
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(Original) The method of claic^wberein the packet stored in memory includes 
time-sensitive data and protocol-related data, and the new packet has the same time-sensitive 
data and different protocol-related data as the replaced packet. 

% "3 

(Original) The method of clainj^T further comprising the steps of: 
resetting a back-off level; and 
attempting to forward the new packet to the network, 

% ^ 

ffi. (Original) The method of claims further comprising the steps of: 
initiating attempts to transmit the new packet to the network; and 
resetting the elapsed period of time. 

\*Y'j/i m (Original) The method of clainj/8 wherein the packet stored in memory includes 
time-sensitive data and the step of replacing the packet stored in memory with a new packet 
can occur a predetermined maximum number of times. 

time-sensitive data and protocol-related data, and the new packet has different time-sensitive 
data and the same protocol-related data as the replaced packet. 


/l'j, (Currently amended) A method for forwarding packets to a network, comprising 
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the steps of: 

providing a packet forwarding syste m with a memory, said packet forwarding system 
being connected tolhe network; 

receiving an analog signal and generating local audio packets: 

receiving packets at the packet forwarding system including local audio packets and 
storing the packets in the memory of the packet forwarding system; 

attempting to forward packets stored in the memory to the network; 

establishing one or more time limit within which to forward packets stored in the 
memory to the network with the time limit linked to the type of the data included in the packet: 

monitoring an elapsed period of time while attempting to forward packets stored in the 
memory to the network: and 

canceling said attempting to forward a packet stored in the memory to the network, 
when the_ elapsed period of time exceeds the time limit associ ated with the type of the data 
included in the packet. Th e meth o d o f Clam ri- wherein the steps of monitoring, establishing 
the time limit, and determining whether to cancel forwarding the packet stored in memory 
occur only when the packet stored in the memory includes time-sensitive data, 

14. (Canceled) 


(Previously presented) A method for forwarding packets to a network, the method 
comprising the steps of: 
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providing a packet forwarding system with a memory, said packet forwarding system 
being connected to the network; 

creating a first packet at the packet forwarding system and storing said first packet in 
said memory of said packet forwarding system; 

attempting to forward said first packet stored in said memory to the network; 
establishing a time limit within which to forward said first packet stored in said 
memory to the network; 

monitoring an elapsed period of time during said attempting to forward said first packet 
stored in said memory to the network; 

canceling said attempting to forward said first packet stored in said memory to the 
network when said elapsed period of time exceeds said time limit and said first packet has not 
been forwarded; 

15 creating a second packet at said packet forwarding system after said creating of said 

first packet, said creating of said second packet including combining data of said first packet 
with additional data to create data for said second packet; 

replacing said first packet in said memory with said second packet after said canceling; 
attempting to forward said second packet to the netwoik after said replacing. 


16. (Canceled) 




J/f. (Previously presented) A method in accordance with claim further comprising: 
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establishing a time limit within which to forward said second packet stored in said 
memory to the network; 

monitoring an elapsed period of time during said attempting to forward said second 
5 packet stored in said memory to the network; 

canceling said attempting to forward said second packet stored in said memory to the 
network when said elapsed period of time exceeds said time limit and said second packet has 
not beea forwarded; 

creating a third packet at said packet forwarding system, said creating of said third 
10 packet includes combining data of said second packet with additional data to create data for 

said third packet; 

replacing said second packet in said rnemorywith said third packet after said canceling; 
attempting to forward said third packet to the network after said replacing. 

(Previously presented) A method in accordance with clainUrv , further comprising: 
limiting a number of steps of said combining of data from a previous packet with additional 
data to below a predcteamined retry maximum. 

(Previously presented) A method in accordance with claim^S, further comprising: 
finishing forwarding said first packet if said first packet is being forwarded when said elapsed 
period of time exceeds said time limit 
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^ (Previously presented) A method in accordance with claim^S, further comprising: 
interrupting forwarding said first packet if said first packet is being forwarded when said 
elapsed period of time exceeds said time limit. 

^f. (Previously presented) A method in accordance with claim >£, wherein: 
said creating of said second packet includes creating new data for said second packet, 

# • i) 

22. (Previously presented) A method in accordance with claim Jo, wherein: 
said steps of monitoring, establishing said time limit, and canceling forwarding of said first 
packet occur only when said first packet includes time-sensitive data. 

Jjf. (Previously presented) A method in accordance with claim wherein: 
said creating of said first packet is performed using local audio as a data portion of the packet. 


Canceled) 


\y 


L (Currently amended) A method in accordance with claim [[32]] J/L wherein: 
said forwarding of said w o rks t a t i o n packets to the network is interrupted during said 
attempting to forward said first packet to the network. 

& 3 ' 

^ 26. (Previously presented) A method in accordance with clajn^25> wherein: 

10 


Received from < 19149415855 > at 9/4/03 2:40:45 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



09/84/2093 13:20 19149415855 


MCGLEW AND TUTTLE PC PAGE 




said creating of said first packet is performed using local audio as a data portion of the 

packet; 

said creating of said second packet includes combining data of said first packet with 
additional local audio to create data for said second packet. 

(Previously presented) A method in accordance with claim Jto> wherein: 
said attempting includes waiting for a free period on the network and forwarding said first 
packet to the network during a first said free period. 
| 28T (Canceled) 

(Previously presented) A method in accordance with claim %4 7 further comprising: 
receiving another packet at said packet forwarding system from another network, said network 
and said another network having separate collision domains. 

§. (Previously presented) A method in accordance with claim^wherein said step of 
receiving packets includes receiving a packet at saidpacket forwarding system from a network 
collision domain that is different from the collision domain associated with the forwarding 

4 

device. 


31. (Canceled) 

32. (Canceled) 
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33. (Canceled) 



(Previously presented) A network method for forwarding packets, the method 

comprising: 

providing a device with a local audio source and a packet controller for forming local 
audio packets; 

providing a packet forwarding device with a memory, said packet forwarding device 
being connected to the device and being connected to a first collision domain and a second 
collision domain; 

receiving packets at the packet forwarding device from the device, from the first 
collision domain and from the second collision domain and storing the packets in the memory 
10 of the packet forwarding system; 

providing a time limit for local audio packets to be held in the memory, 
attempting to forward packets stored in the memory to any one of the device and the 
first collision domain and the second collision domain; 

monitoring an elapsed period of time while attempting to forward the local audio packet 
1 5 stored in the memory to one of the first collision domain and the second collision domain; and 

canceling said attempting to forward the local audio packet stored in the memory to the 
one of the first collision domain and the second collision domain, wherein said audio packet 
contains time sensitive audio data and no time limit or a different time limit is established for 
packets received from one of said first collision domain and said second collision domain other 
2 0 than for packets received with audio data. 
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(Previously presented) A method in accordance with claim^ wherein the device 
with a local audio source and the packet forwarding device and memory are part of a network 
telephone device and the first collision domain is in one of a local area network, wide area 
network and internet protocol network and the second collision domain is a connected 
computer device. 


36. (Canceled) 
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